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The present research is aimed to measure the effect of gender, type of housing and
type of family on the exposure to violence (EV), child abuse (CA), and normative belief
about aggression (NBA) among children. It also examines the correlation of EV and CA
with NBA. A sample of children from slums and buildings, from joint and nuclear families
was studied. Age of children ranged from 8-12 years. A self-constructed close-ended
interview questionnaire was used to assess EV among children. Child Abuse Scale by
Malik and Shahwas used to assess the CA. Normative Belief about Aggression Scale
by Huesmann was used to measure the NBA among children. There was a significant
effect of gender on CA. Types of housing and family did not have any significant effect
on EV, CA and NBA. The study reveals a significant, positive correlation among EV,
CA, and NBA.

Keywords: Child Abuse (CA), Exposure to Violence (EV), Normative Belief about
Aggression (NBA).

The most important question in the world is, “Why is the child crying?”

Violence is one of the major areas of concern
in the society. It may be physical or emotional.
Violence against children may appear in various
forms. It is a universal phenomenon prevalent
in every segment of the society, regardless
of ethnicity, race, culture, class or country.
Its manifestation may vary according to the
economic, social and cultural context in which it
occurs (Green, 1991; Tenney-Soeiro & Wilson,
2004). Children are exposed to violence through
family environment, surroundings, and cultural
beliefs. On the other hand, they are abused
either by outsiders or their own family members.
Such situations provoke children to develop the
behavior which is not socially acceptable. The
present research is aimed to study the effect
of gender, type of housing and type of family
to understand the exposure to violence (EV),
child abuse (CA), and normative belief about
aggression (NBA) among children.

Exposure to violence refers to the violent
act/s and behaviour being witnessed and
observed in family environment, surroundings
and through television programs and internet.
Normative belief about aggression is the belief

- Alice Walker

that the harmful or dangerous behaviour or act
is normal. Abuse, in the present research, refers
to the physical and/or emotional abuse, as well
as physical and/or emotional negligence (by
parents or guardians) that children are likely to
face. Physical abuse includes hitting, striking,
beating, kicking, biting, slapping, hair-pulling
and similar acts of physical assault directed
towards the child, which is inappropriate at his/
her age. The signs of physical abuse include
unexplained bruises, welts, broken bones, burn
marks, lacerations, or even death (Deveci, Acik,
& Ayar, 2006). Bourassa (2007) found that the
co-occurrence of inter-parental violence and
child’s physical abuse has a significantly greater
negative impact on behavior than does exposure
to inter-parental violence only.

Emotional negligence is the most common
form of abuse experienced by children (Newton
& Vandeven, 2005). Up to 40 million children
could be the victims of child abuse each year
around the world (National Clearing house on
Child Abuse and Neglect Information, 2005
a, b, c). India has about 440 million children;
they constitute more than 40 percent of the
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